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Lessons Learned: What I Wish I Knew About Business 
Success When I Was Younger 
By Karen Bluestein 

 

Success in business isn’t just about having a great idea or working harder than everyone else. It’s about 
strategy, relationships, resilience, and continuous learning—things many of us only realize after years of 
trial and error. 

If I could go back and give my younger self some advice, here’s what I’d say: 

 

1. Rela(onships Ma0er More Than Skills 

You can be the most skilled person in the room, but if no one knows you, trusts you, or wants to work with 
you, success will be an uphill battle. Networking isn’t about collecting contacts—it’s about building real 
connections. Your reputation and relationships will open more doors than any degree or certification. 

Lesson: Invest in people, not just skills. Relationships create opportunities. 

 

2. Perfec(on Kills Progress 

So many people waste years overthinking, over-planning, and waiting for the "right time." The truth? Done 
is better than perfect. The most successful entrepreneurs and business leaders launch before they feel 
ready. They refine as they go. 

Lesson: Take action. You’ll learn more by doing than by waiting for the perfect moment. 

 

3. Learning Never Stops 

School teaches you the basics, but real learning happens in the field. Business success requires staying 
ahead of trends, adapting to new technologies, and constantly upgrading your knowledge. The moment 
you think you "know enough" is the moment you start falling behind. 

Lesson: Read, listen, and seek mentors. The best in business are lifelong learners. 

 

4. Failure Isn’t the Opposite of Success—It’s Part of It 

Nobody likes to fail, but failure is often the best teacher. Every setback is a stepping stone to future 
success—if you take the time to learn from it. The most successful people in business have failed more 
times than others have even tried. 
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Lesson: Embrace failure, analyze it, and move forward stronger. 

 

5. Money Follows Value, Not Effort 

Working hard isn’t enough. You have to work smart. The most successful businesses solve real problems 
and deliver value—not just effort. If people see value in what you offer, they’ll pay for it. If they don’t, no 
amount of hard work will make a difference. 

Lesson: Focus on impact and value creation, not just grinding away at tasks. 

 

6. Your Brand Is Your Biggest Asset 

People do business with those they know, like, and trust. Whether you're an entrepreneur or climbing the 
corporate ladder, your reputation, online presence, and personal brand matter. How you present yourself—
both in person and online—can make or break opportunities. 

 Lesson: Be intentional about your brand. It’s not just what you say about yourself—it’s what others say 
when you’re not in the room. 

 

7. No One Will Hand You Success 

Waiting for someone to recognize your talent or “give you a shot” is a losing game. Success comes to those 
who create their own opportunities. If you want something, go get it. Make the call, send the email, pitch 
the idea—take initiative. 

Lesson: Don’t wait for permission. Take ownership of your success. 

 

8. The Market Doesn’t Care About Your Feelings 

Harsh truth: No one owes you anything. Customers don’t buy because they feel bad for you. Investors 
don’t fund ideas because they like you. If your product, service, or offer isn’t compelling, the market will 
move on. Instead of taking rejection personally, learn from it and improve. 

 Lesson: Take emotion out of business decisions. Adapt and refine your approach. 

 

9. Time Is Your Most Valuable Resource 

Money can be regained. Time cannot. How you spend your time will determine your level of success. 
Successful people focus on high-value activities, delegate tasks, and eliminate distractions. Not everything 
that seems urgent is important. 

Lesson: Guard your time fiercely. Spend it on things that truly move the needle. 
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10. Success Looks Different for Everyone 

Chasing someone else’s definition of success is a recipe for dissatisfaction. Some people want financial 
freedom, others want flexibility, impact, or recognition. Define success on your own terms—not based on 
what society, family, or social media tells you. 

 Lesson: Success isn’t one-size-fits-all. Figure out what truly matters to you. 

 

Final Thought: The Best Time to Start Was Yesterday. The Next Best Time Is Now. 

No one has it all figured out at the start. But the people who win in business are the ones who start, learn, 
and adapt along the way. 

So if you’re waiting for the right moment—it’s right now. 

Go make it happen.  
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